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December 23rd, 2018 
Forefeast of & Sunday before the Nativity of Christ (The Genealogy) 

Ten Martyrs of Crete; New-martyr Nicholas; Venerable Nahum of Ochrid 

 

Tone 5                    Eothinon 8 

Saturday Service: Vespers 5:00 P.M 

Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, Followed by the Divine Liturgy    

Epistle: Christopher Haddad        

Ushers: Geoffrey Borschow & Nassim Salloum 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born 

of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to 

suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR 

(**Joseph was amazed**) 
Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath opened unto all. * Ephratha, prepare thyself, for now, 

behold, the Tree of Life * hath blossomed forth in the cave from the holy Virgin. * Her 

womb hath proved a true spiritual Paradise, * wherein the divine and saving Tree is 

found, * and as we eat thereof we shall all live, * and shall not die as did Adam. * For Christ 

is born now to raise the image that had fallen aforetime. 

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO 

Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of 

flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions 

as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls. 
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APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR 

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, 

a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the 

victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul.  

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE 
THREE 

(**The original melody**) 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who 

was before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with 

the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young 

Child Who * before the ages is God. 

THE EPISTLE 

(For the Sunday before the Nativity) 

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers. 

For Thou art justified in all that Thou hast done for us. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40) 

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked 

forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more 

shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 

Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 

received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 

the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign armies to 

flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, 

and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were 

killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-

treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and 

in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from 

us they should not be made perfect. 
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THE GOSPEL 

(For the Sunday before the Nativity: “The Genealogy”) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (1:1-25) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah 

and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of 

Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the 

father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 

and Jesse the father of David the king.  And David was the father of Solomon by the wife 

of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and 

Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of 

Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the 

father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and 

Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of 

Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the 

deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of 

Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, 

and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of 

Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of 

Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ.  So all the generations from Abraham 

to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen 

generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations.  

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy 

Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 

to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that 

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His 

Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

His Name shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew 

her not until she had borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus. 
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After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service 

Book to follow along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy. 

THE SYNAXARION 

On December 23 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate 
the holy Ten Martyrs of Crete; New-martyr Nicholas; and Venerable 

Nahum of Ochrid, enlightener of the Bulgarians. 
On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we have been enjoined by our 

holy and God-bearing Fathers to make commemoration of all them that from the beginning 

of time have been well-pleasing unto God, from Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the 

Most Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, as Luke the Evangelist hath recounted 

historically; and likewise for the Prophets and Prophetesses, especially of Daniel the Prophet 

and the three holy youths. 

It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy.  We remember the 

aforementioned names, those in the Old Testament who were related to Christ by blood, 

and those who spoke of His Birth as a man.  In the Divine Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus 

Christ’s lineage from the Gospel of Saint Matthew.  In this way, the Church shows us that 

Christ truly became a man, taking on human nature.  He was not a ghost, an apparition, a 

myth, a distant imagined god, or the abstract god of philosophers; such a god does not have 

a family tree.  Our God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  He has flesh and blood, 

human ancestors—many of whom sinned greatly, but like David, also repented greatly.  

Yet, all of these righteous ones in every age had been well-pleasing to God because they 

loved Him.  By taking on human nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in flesh 

and blood, in mind and soul, and in heart and will. He differed from us in only one way: He 

could not sin.  Since we know that Christ’s human nature remained sinless, He is also fully 

divine, and He shows us the way in which we can avoid sin, and so improve and transform 

our human nature. 

By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen. 

Thought of the Day 
We have to overcome sentimentalism in our prayer if we want to experience its healing 

power. -- His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH 
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Holy Bread is offered by: 
Fred & Rowayda Haddad in occasion of the 40-day memorial of 

falling asleep in the Lord of Michael Sabbagh, and for the health of 

the Haddad and Sabbagh families. 

 

Deadline for Holy Bread offering and any bulletin announcement should be in the 
church office or emailed to office@stgeorge-elpaso.org by Friday of every week in 

order to have it placed in the following week bulletin 

 

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL SABBAGH 

Fred & Rowayda Haddad 

IN MEMORY OF RAMIRO ROBLES 

Raed & Sylvana Aldouri                     Jamie Isaac 

 

BISHOP BASIL ENDOWMENT 

Sada Vaughan 
 

New Year Eve Party 
Come and join us for a family gathering and 
celebration of the New Year’s Eve in the 
Church Mini Hall. The cost is $25 per family 
and everyone bring a dish. Please RSVP to 
Raed Aldouri 
 
 

 

ST IGNATIUS MONTH 

All members please remember to wear your crosses. 
Refreshment will be offered by Rose Beard 
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THANK YOUS 

Fred and Rowayda Haddad would like to thank all of those who visited and gave 
condolences, sent flowers, or donated in memory of their beloved nephew Michael Sabbagh, 
who fell asleep in the Lord in Syria. -- Fred & Rowayda Haddad 
 

On behalf of my whole family and me, I extend a warm thank you to Fr. Joseph Abouid, Kh. 
Carol, and my St. George family for your support when my uncle Ramiro Robles passed 
away. Your comforting words and visitation meant so much to us, and was greatly 
appreciated during this difficult time. May Christ grant rest to the soul of my departed uncle 
and be granted Paradise. That God grant you all long life. May his memory be eternal.  In 
Christ, Deacon Michael 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

The St. George Sunday School would like to congratulate the students on another successful and 
beautiful Christmas Pageant, celebrating the nativity of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Also, a 
great many thanks to the parents and families/friends of our parish for your support, so many ways, 
especially during the Pageant, dinner and auction.  Your generosity, whether through volunteering 
your time to help, food for the dinner, donations to the Sunday School, and bidding on auction 
items is truly appreciated.  A sincere thank you to the Sunday School staff for their dedicated and 
hard work to ensuring that the Pageant and dinner/auction was a great success as well as to the 
work that they perform on a weekly basis, teaching our students about our faith.  Many thanks is 
also extended to Fr. Joseph, who has given us his time, trust and support, to do the work that we 
do with our parish children and teens. 

 

Also, there will be no 
Sunday School on 
December 23 and 30, 
2018.  We will resume 
classes, as usual, on Sunday, 
January 6, 2019.  We wish 
you a blessed Feast of the 
Nativity and a happy, health 
New Year. 
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Sunday School News 

 
There will be no Sunday School on 
December 23 and 30, 2018.  We will resume classes, as usual, on Sunday, 
January 6, 2019.   

 

Pre- School 

 

Kinder – 1st 2nd – 3rd 4th – 5th 6th – 7th 8th – 12th  

Barnette Ezra 

Caleb Crawford 

John Edgren 

Jace Gerena 

Adrienne 

Gorham 

Ella Gorham 

Kingston Joudi 

Lucas Mijares 

Nicolas Mijares 

 

Majd Al 

Dayoub 

Larissa 

Alyoussef 

Giselle Gerena 

Anastasia 

Salinas 

 

Elias Al Dayoub 

Barnett Elias 

Denny Atticus 

Abel Esayu 

Binyam Esayu 

Nia Isaac 

Nigel Rangel  

Joseph Salloum 

 

Christiana 

Crawford 

Judah Denny 

Kendall Olivas 

Brooke Wik 

 

Natalia 

Barnett 

Nahum 

Esayu 

 

Andrew 

Crawford 

Joseph Odeh 

Sami Odeh 

Boris Salinas 

Teresa Salloum 

James Shaheen 
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St. George Christmas Party and Gala 2018 

This year’s party took place at Ardovino’s Desert 
Crossing. The venue looked beautiful and festive and the food 
was delicious. We had over 80 people in attendance. Our 
guests from the Child Crisis Center were honored to spend the 
evening with us and were extremely thankful for all the toy 
donations that everyone brought with them. The Center 
against Sexual and Family Violence was also honored to pick up 
toys as well. Thank you all for your toy donations. It is a 
wonderful feeling to know that we are going to bring 
happiness to many children this Christmas.  God Bless you! 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank you!!! 

First and Foremost, I would like to thank Father Joseph for beginning our evening with a 
beautiful message and prayer. We are truly blessed to have you and your beautiful family 
celebrate your second nativity with the St. George Family. God Grant you Many Years!!  

I would like to thank Jameelie Dayoub, Virginia Aziz, and Salma Isaac for their monetary 
donations that helped fund the centerpieces and game prizes. I would like to also thank Nada 
Al-Hanna, Rose Beard, and Maha Salloum for their monetary donations towards the prizes I 
purchased for the Raffle. I would also like to thank Antownette Shaghoury, Jamie Isaac, 
Virginia Aziz, Hend Odeh, Sylvana Aldouri for the beautiful items they donated for the raffle.                             

THE RAFFLE WAS A HIT!!! 

Our night was complete with Christmas lighting, sound, and Arabic dance music provided by 
Christopher Ferris with Cedar Entertainment. Thank you so much for making our party come 
to life. We cannot thank you enough for donating your time and services to make this night 
truly amazing.  

Finally, I would like to thank Sylvana Aldouri, Alexis Gerena and Nada Al-Hanna for helping 
coordinate this party. Sylvana and Raed purchased and cared for the poinsettias till the event. 
Alexis was extremely organized and made sure that everyone was checked in and helped me 
run the games and raffle. I have to say it went very smoothly. I couldn’t have done it without 
her. Thank you to Nada Al-Hanna and Jeanette Salloum who helped to sell the raffle tickets 
and organize the ticket sales. Thank you so much! Alexis Gerena along with Hend Odeh and 
Sylvana Aldouri arrived early and helped me to decorate the tables. Thank you so much! 

May God Bless you all during this Nativity Season and always!  
With Love and Faith in God, 

Jackie Ferris 
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“ A Taste of Orthodoxy Study Group” 
 

THERE WILL BE NO CLASSES FOR THE NEXT TWO COMING 
SATURDAYS!  

Classes will resume on January 5th 2019. Happy Holidays! 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Date Time Event 

Monday Dec.24th  9:15 AM Paramon of the Nativity (Royal Hours/ 

Typika/Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil. 

Tuesday Dec.25th 7:45 AM 

9:00 AM 

Matins 

Liturgy for Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 

Monday Dec. 31st  5:15 PM 

6:30 PM  

Matins 

Liturgy for the Circumcision of Our Lord 

Monday Dec. 31st  9:00 PM New Year’s Eve Party, church Hall 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Joseph Abouid at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: (708)415-7050  

Email: pastor@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Or 

Deacon Michael Sifuentes at: 

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511 Email: monkeyelp56@hotmail.com 

OFFICE HOURS:      Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. 
Joseph to schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

 

Confessions: Saturdays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. (or during the week by 
appointment). 
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